tormwater runoff from parking lots and other paved

surfaces can carry harmful pollutants into creeks

and rivers. This rainfall lows quickly from hardened
surfaces and can also cause stream erosion, which further
threatens water quality.

Rain gardens, like this one, act like a living sponge: native
plants take up water and excess nutrients, while soil
microorganisms, remove nutrients, and digest oil

and other contaminants. The plants used in the
+ .. garden grow in a special mix of compost, sand,

)

topsoil, and mulch, designed to allow water
to flow through efficiently, but trap and

filter pollutants. Extra nutrients and
moisture collected by rain gardens
support healthy plant growth. The
plants in turn, provide quality
- habitat for birds, butterflies,

r

- “ and other beneficial insects. fes
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Eupatorium maculatum (Joe Pye Weed) Aronia arbutifolia (Red Chokeberry)
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